
 

Geography at Woodland Primary School 

EYFS/KS1 Topic Key Questions Key Knowledge/Skills 

Year A 
(2022-
2023) 
 

Autumn 
Picture this  

  

Spring  
Step back in 
time (Homes) 

  

Summer 
Me, my world 
and beyond 
(Transport and 
Space) 

How do people travel to different places? 
Where do people travel to? What is it like in 
different parts of the world? 

(Locational Knowledge) Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and 
West) and locational and directional language (Geographical skills and 
Fieldwork) -Name, locate and identify the UK and surrounding seas. 
(Geographical skills and Fieldwork) -Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; 
devise a simple map  
(Human and Physical Geography)- Identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the UK and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the North and South Pole  
Map knowledge Use maps to locate the four countries of the UK and its 
surrounding seas 



Year B 
(2023-
2024) 

Autumn All 
things Magic 
(Australia) 
 

What is it like in Australia? How is it 
different/similar to where I live? 

Comparison between Australia and the U.K. Climate. 
Simple Maps & directions  
(Locational Knowledge)- Name, locate and identify characteristics of Australia. 
(Place Knowledge) - Understand geographical similarities and differences 
through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country 
Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features 
Use simple compass directions 

Spring   
Ingenious 
Inventions  
(Toys and 
Communication) 

  

Summer 
Olympics 

What is it like in different parts of the world?  (Locational Knowledge) - Name and locate the five oceans 
(Human and Physical Geography) - To identify the location of hot and cold 
areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  
(Geographical skills and Fieldwork) - To use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the oceans studied -To use aerial photographs and plan perspectives 
to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features 
Map Skills: Using Maps Making maps Use photographs and maps to identify 
features 

Year C 
(2020-
2021) 

Autumn   
Journeys 
 

How do people know where they are? 
 
 

-Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational 
and directional language (Geographical skills and Fieldwork)  

 

 
Spring     
London  
 
 
 
 

How is London similar/different to where I 
live? 
 
 
 
 
 

-Name, locate and identify the UK and surrounding seas. (Locational 
Knowledge) -Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map 
(Geographical skills and Fieldwork) -Identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the UK and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the North and South Pole (Human and Physical 
Geography)  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Map Skills: Using maps Use directional language such as near and far, up and 
down, left and right, forwards and backwards Map knowledge Use maps to 
locate the four countries of the UK and its surrounding seas  
Making Maps Draw basic maps using symbols and pictures to represent places 
or features 

 
Summer 
(School 
Grounds and        
Dinosaurs) 

What are maps?  Why are they useful? How 
do I draw a map? 

Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of the 
school grounds recognising the key human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment. (Geographical skills and Fieldwork) Maps Skills: 
Making Maps Draw basic maps using symbols and pictures to represent places 
or features Use photographs and maps to identify features Using Maps Use a 
simple picture map to move around the school Use relative vocabulary such 
as Fieldwork Skills: Gather information Use basic observational skills Carry out 
a small survey of school Draw simple features Use pro-forma to collect data 
Sketching Create plans and raw simple features in the school environment. 

Year D 
(2021-
2022) 

Autumn  
Wonderful 
Woodland 
 
 
 
 
 

What is it like around where I live?   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of 
Woodland Village and the key human and physical features (Geographical 
skills and Fieldwork) Maps Skills: Making Maps Draw basic maps using symbols 
and pictures to represent the village. Use photographs and maps to identify 
features Using Maps Use a simple picture map to move around the village 
Fieldwork Skills: Gather information Use basic observational skills Draw simple 
features Sketching Create plans and raw simple features in the school 
environment. 

Spring People 
and Places 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Summer  
All At Sea 
(Seaside and 
Pirates) 

Where did people go on holiday in the past? 
 

(Geographical skills and Fieldwork) - To use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the oceans studied -To use aerial photographs and plan perspectives 
to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features 
(Locational Knowledge) - Name, locate and identify the UK and surrounding 
seas. Name and locate the five oceans 



 
 

KS2 Y3/4 Topic Key Focus/ Key Questions Geography: Key Knowledge/Skills 

Year A 
(2022-
2023) 

Autumn 
Picture This! 
 

(Art History Focus) 
Where do/did the artists studied come 
from/live?   

(Locational Knowledge) Locate the world’s continents and countries, using 
maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and 
South America, concentrating on countries and major cities. 

Spring 
Step Back in 
Time: Romans 
 

(History Focus) 
Where did the Romans settle in GB? How 
did they change the landscape of GB? 
 

(Locational Knowledge) Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 
Europe.  Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers) 
(Human geography) types of settlement and land use, understand how these 
can change over time. 
(Geographical skills) Use maps, atlases, globes and mapping to locate 
countries, counties, rivers and mountains 

Summer 
Me, my world 
and beyond! 
 

(Science Focus) 
My place in this world 
 
 

(Locational Knowledge) Locate the world’s continents and countries, 
concentrating on countries and major cities. 
Name and locate counties, cities and countries of the UK. 
(Physical Geography) Climate zones 

(Geographical Skills -use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate) 

Year B 
(2023-
2024) 

Autumn 
All things Magic! 
 

(Science Focus) 
What happens when a volcano erupts? 
What is the water cycle? 

(Physical Geography) describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography, including:  volcanoes and the water cycle  

Spring 
Ingenious 
Inventions 
 

(History Focus) 
Railways (Local history) 

(Human Geography) describe and understand key aspects of human 
geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links. 
(Geographical skills and fieldwork) use and recognise railway symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps). Use a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies to show the 
route of the first railways. 



Summer 
Olympics (& 
Ancient Greece) 
 

Country comparison – similarities and 
differences, human and physical geography. 
(based on where Olympics is being held)  
How is France similar/ different to UK? 
 

(2024 – Paris, France.  Link to MFL) 
Focus on the continent (Europe - 2024), countries and capital cities of the 
continent.  Physical and Human geography of the Olympic country. (France – 
2024, Mountains)  
(Locational Knowledge) Locate the world’s continents and countries, 
concentrating on countries and major cities. 

Year C 
(2020-
2021) 

Autumn 
Journeys (& 
Ancient Egypt) 
 

 

Using the book ‘Journey - by Aaron Becker as 
inspiration we look at the very different personal 
journeys of several influential people across 
different times and continents, using very 
different modes of transport) 
(History Focus – Rosa Parkes, Montgolfier 
brothers, Neil Armstrong) 
Mapping journeys of different pioneers/ 
explorers (Ibn Battuta, Charles Darwin, Amelia 
Earhart) 
How is Egypt similar/different to UK? 

use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied 
use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and 
key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of 
the United Kingdom and the wider world 
 
 
 
 
 
Compare houses/ cities/ farming methods etc.  

Spring 
Step Back in 
Time: Anglo 
Saxons and 
Vikings 
 

(History Focus) 
Why did the Saxons/Vikings come to GB? 
 

(Locational Knowledge) Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 
Europe.  Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers) 
(Human geography) types of settlement and land use, understand how these 
can change over time. 
(Geographical skills) Use maps, atlases, globes and mapping to locate 
countries, counties, rivers and mountains 

Summer 
The Outdoor 
Classroom 
 

(Science/ Art Focus) 
Biomes 
Trees/ Forests Amazon rainforest and Hamsterley 
Forest.  Deforestation. 

 

(Locational Geography) Hemisphere and Southern Hemisphere and equator  
(place Knowledge) understand geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom 
and a region within South America (Amazon rainforest) 
(Human and physical Geography) Understand similarities and differences 
through the study of physical geography  
physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts 
human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, and the 
distribution of natural resources (Carbon storage, oxygen release, etc) 



Year D 
(2021-
2022) 
 

Autumn 
Wonderful 
Woodland 
 

Where is this place and which other places 
are near it?  
History of farming.  Land use 
 

(Locational Knowledge) Identifying types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, food, minerals and water  
(Human and Physical Geography) Ask and answer geographical questions 
about the physical & human characteristics relating to the land use of the UK 
Land-use patterns; understand how some of these aspects have changed over 
time – Rural and urban similarities and differences, history of farming. 
(Geographical skills and fieldwork)To locate and find the local area on a map. 
use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols 
and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) 
To understand contour lines on an OS map  
(Mapping skills) Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the 
human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies 

Spring 
People and 
Places 
 

UK – trade.  What countries does the UK 
trade with? What can we not farm in our 
country?  
 
 
 
(2022) Russia- What are the similarities and 
differences between Russia and the UK? 

(Locational Knowledge) locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 
Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities 
(Human geography) types of settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water.  Why can’t we grow some crops in the UK?  
Build on last term’s work on farming.  Look at the import of crops such as 
cocoa and bananas.   
(Place Knowledge) understand geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South 
America (2022 – Build on last year’s work on rainforest and temperate forests, 
compare to boreal/taiga forests of Russia) 

Summer 
All at Sea! 
 

Rivers – journey to the sea. 
How does the water cycle work?  Why is it 
important? 
Fieldtrip – coastal visit 

(Locational Knowledge) name and locate local physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including coasts and rivers)  
(Physical Geography) describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography, including: rivers and the water cycle 

KS2 Y5/6 Topic Key Vocabulary Key Knowledge/Skills 



Year A 
(2022-
2023) 

Autumn 
Picture This! 
 

(Art History Focus) 
Where do/did the artists studied come 
from/live?   

(Locational Knowledge) Locate the world’s continents and countries, using 
maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and 
South America, concentrating on countries and major cities. 

Spring 
Step Back in 
Time: Romans 
 

(History Focus) 
Why/Where did the Romans settle in GB? 
How did they change the landscape of GB? 
Any lasting changes? 
 

(Locational Knowledge) Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 
Europe.  Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom. 
(Human geography) types of settlement and land use, understand how these 
can change over time. 
(Geographical skills) Use maps, atlases, globes and mapping to locate 
countries, counties, rivers and mountains 

Summer 
Me, my world 
and beyond! 

(Science Focus) 
My place in this world 
Why do we have/need times zones? 

Locational Knowledge) Locate the world’s continents and countries, 
concentrating on countries and major cities. 
(Physical Geography) Climate zones, similarities and differences. 
identify the position and significance of the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and night) 

Year B 
(2023-
2024) 

Autumn 
All things Magic! 
 

(Science Focus) 
How/ Why do volcanoes erupt?  
Why is the water cycle important? 

(Physical Geography) describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography, including: volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 
Examine the geographical spread of volcanoes, how they erupt and their 
impact. 

 

Spring 
Ingenious 
Inventions 
 

(History Focus) 
Railways – Local History. 
 

(Human Geography) describe and understand key aspects of human 
geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links. 
(Geographical skills and fieldwork) use and recognise railway symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps).  Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local 
area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies. 

Summer 
Olympics (& 
Ancient Greece) 
 

Country comparison – similarities and 
differences, human and physical geography. 
(based on where Olympics is being held)  
How is France similar/ different to UK? 
 

(2024 – Paris, France.  Link to MFL) 
Focus on the continent (Europe - 2024), countries and capital cities of the 
continent.  Physical and Human geography of the Olympic country. (France – 
2024, Mountains)  
(Locational Knowledge) Locate the world’s continents and countries, 
concentrating on countries and major cities. 



Year C 
(2020-
2021) 

Autumn 
Journeys (& 
Ancient Egypt) 
 

Using the book ‘Journey - by Aaron Becker as 
inspiration we look at the very different personal 
journeys of several influential people across 
different times and continents, using very 
different modes of transport) 
(History Focus – Rosa Parkes, Montgolfier 
brothers, Neil Armstrong) 
Mapping journeys of different pioneers/ 
explorers (Ibn Battuta, Charles Darwin, Amelia 
Earhart) 
Where/ Why did they go? 
 

How was Ancient Egypt similar/different to 
Modern day Egypt and UK? 

(Geographical skills and fieldwork) Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 
Use the eight points of a compass, four and six--figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build 
knowledge of the wider world. 
Look at the use of digital technologies for mapping (e.g. Google Earth, Satnav 
systems, 3 words etc) Modern vs older techniques (How would Ibn Battuta or 
Charles Darwin navigated?) 
 
(Locational Knowledge) To locate world’s countries and some cities. 
(Geographical Skills and fieldwork) To use a map or atlas to locate Egypt and 
some major cities.   
Compare land use/ housing/ cityscapes/ farming methods. 

Spring 
Step Back in 
Time: Anglo 
Saxons and 
Vikings 
 

(History Focus) 
Push/Pull -Why did the Saxons and Vikings 
leave Scandinavia and settle in GB? 
 

(Locational Knowledge) Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 
Europe.  Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom. 
(Human geography) types of settlement and land use, understand how these 
can change over time. 
(Geographical skills) Use maps, atlases, globes and mapping to locate 
countries, counties, rivers and mountains 

Summer 
The Outdoor 
Classroom 
 

(Science/ Art Focus) 
Biomes 
Trees/ Forests (Rainforest and Temperate forest 
comparison, Amazon rainforest and Hamsterley 
Forest) Cause and Effects – Deforestation. 
 
What are the similarities and differences 
between Rainforests and Temperate Forests?  
Why has much of the rainforest been cut down?  
What are the global effects of deforestation?  Is 
there anything I can do? (Global citizenship) 
 

(Locational knowledge) locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus 
South America, concentrating on their environmental regions,  
identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle – looking at different biomes 
(Place Knowledge) understand geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom 
and a region within South America  
(Human and physical Geography) Understand similarities and differences 
through the study of physical geography (Rainforest and Temperate forest 
comparison, Amazon rainforest and Hamsterley Forest) 
physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts 



human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, and the 
distribution of natural resources (Carbon storage, oxygen release, etc) 
To describe the physical features of various biomes, including the climate, 
precipitation, animals and plants and the effects of climate change with a 
focus on the Polar Regions 

Year D 
(2021-
2022) 
 

Autumn 
Wonderful 
Woodland 
 

What is my Local area like? How has it 
changed? 
History of farming.  Land use  

Follow a short route of Woodland on an OS map. Describe the human & 
physical features shown on an OS map Use 8 figure compass and 6 figure grid 
reference accurately. Draw maps of increasing complexity.  
(Geographical Skills and Fieldwork) – Map skills, use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local 
area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies. 

Spring 
People and 
Places 
 

UK – trade.  What/ where does the UK 
export and import? What is Fairtrade? 
 
 
 
 
 
(2022) Russia- What are the similarities and 
differences between Russia and the UK?  

(Human geography) types of settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water.  Why can’t we grow some crops in the UK?  
Build on last term’s work on farming.  Look at the import of crops such as 
cocoa and bananas.   
 
(Locational knowledge) locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 
Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities 
(Human and physical geography) Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of 
the United Kingdom, a region in a European country (2022 – Russia) and a 
region within North or South America 
(Fieldwork) Modern methods of referencing – SATNAV/ Google Earth/ 3Words 
etc. 

Summer 
All at Sea! 
 

Rivers - journey to the sea. 
How is a river formed?   
Importance of the water cycle - Journey of a 
water droplet  

(Locational Knowledge) name and locate local physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including coasts and rivers)  
(Physical Geography) describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography, including: rivers and the water cycle 



Fieldtrip – coastal visit (Fieldwork) use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human 
and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs 

 

 


