
 

History at Woodland Primary School 

EYFS/KS1 Topic Key Questions and Vocabulary Key Knowledge/Skills 

Year A 
(2022-
2023) 
 

Autumn 
Picture this  

  

Spring  
Step back in 
time (Homes) 

  

Summer 
Me, my world 
and beyond 
(Transport and 
Space) 

Who is George Stephenson/ Neil 
Armstrong? 
What did they do?  
How has transport changed?  
 

Significant historical events: Identify similarities and differences 
between our locality now and in the past 
People and places in their own locality.  
Changes within living memory: Identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different period including their own lives. 
(Similarities and Differences) Develop and demonstrate the concept of 
the past (Chronology) Develop and use historical vocabulary (Historical 
terms) Ask and begin to answer question about the past (Historical 
enquiry) Understand some ways that we find out about the past 
(Historical enquiry) 
The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to 
national and international achievements. 



Recognise and make simple observations of who was important in an 
historical event or account. Develop and demonstrate the concept of 
the past (Chronology) Develop and use historical vocabulary (Historical 
terms) Recognise why people did things and why things happened 
(Cause and consequence) Choose and use parts of stories to show 
understanding of events (Historical enquiry) 

Year B 
(2023-
2024) 

Autumn  
All things Magic 

  

Spring   
Ingenious 
Inventions 
(Toys and 
Communication) 

What is my favourite toy? How have 
toys changed? What did my 
parents/grandparents play with? 
 
How do/did we talk to/ communicate 
with each other?  
 

Changes within living memory: Identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different period including their own lives. 
(Similarities and Differences) Develop and demonstrate the concept of 
the past (Chronology) Develop and use historical vocabulary (Historical 
terms) Ask and begin to answer question about the past (Historical 
enquiry) Understand some ways that we find out about the past 
(Historical enquiry) 
The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to 
national and international achievements.  
Recognise and make simple observations of who was important in an 
historical event or account. Develop and demonstrate the concept of 
the past (Chronology) Develop and use historical vocabulary (Historical 
terms) Recognise why people did things and why things happened 
(Cause and consequence) Choose and use parts of stories to show 
understanding of events (Historical enquiry) 

Summer 
Olympics 

  

Year C 
(2020-
2021) 

Autumn  - 
Exploring 
 

 

 

 
 

 



Spring    London 
(Queen 
Elizabeth I and 
II, The Great 
Fire of London) 
 
 
 
 
 

Who is our Queen?  What does she do? 
Where does she live? Who has been 
Queen in the past? How were their lives 
similar/different? 
 
When was the Fire of London? How/ 
Why did the Great Fire of London start? 
Could the fire have been prevented? 
How? What are the similarities and 
differences in fire engines now and 
then? 

Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 
Develop and demonstrate the concept of the past (Chronology) 
Develop and use historical vocabulary (Historical terms) Ask and begin 
to answer question about the past (Historical enquiry) Understand 
some ways that we find out about the past (Historical enquiry) Choose 
and use parts of stories to show understanding of events (Historical 
enquiry) Identify different ways where the past is represented 
(Interpreting history) Recognise why people did things and why things 
happened (Cause and consequence)  

Summer 
(School 
Grounds and     
Dinosaurs) 

What are dinosaurs?  When were they 
alive? How do we know about them?  
Who was Mary Anning?  What did she 
find? 

The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to 
national and international achievements.  
Recognise and make simple observations of who was important in an 
historical event or account. Develop and demonstrate the concept of 
the past (Chronology) Develop and use historical vocabulary (Historical 
terms) Recognise why people did things and why things happened 
(Cause and consequence) Choose and use parts of stories to show 
understanding of events (Historical enquiry) 

Year D 
(2021-
2022) 

Autumn  
Wonderful 
Woodland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local History  
What was life like where I live in the 
past? What jobs did people do? How do 
we know?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.  
Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 
Develop and demonstrate the concept of the past (Chronology) 
Develop and use historical vocabulary (Historical terms) Ask and begin 
to answer question about the past (Historical enquiry) Understand 
some ways that we find out about the past (Historical enquiry) Choose 
and use parts of stories to show understanding of events (Historical 
enquiry) Identify different ways where the past is represented 
(Interpreting history) Recognise why people did things and why things 
happened (Cause and consequence) Events beyond living memory 
commemorated through festivals or anniversaries Remembrance 

 



Spring 
People and 
Places 

  

Summer All At 
Sea (Seaside 
and Pirates) 

Seaside holidays in the past 
Where do people go on holiday now? 
Where did they go in the past?  
Why/How have holidays changed? How 
do we know? 

Changes within & beyond living memory to reveal aspects of change in 
national life  
Discuss change and continuity in an aspect of life (Continuity and 
change) Recognise why people did things, why some events happened 
and what happened as a result of people’s actions and events (Causes 
and Consequences) Identify similarities and differences between ways 
of life in different period including their own lives. (Similarities and 
Differences) 

KS2 Y3/4 Topic Key Focus/ Key Questions History: Key Knowledge/Skills 

Year A 
(2022-
2023) 

Autumn 
Picture This! 
 

(Art History Focus – also Frida Kahlo, 
artist study) 
Who were the Mayans? What was life 
like for the Mayans?   

Learn about great artists, architects and designers in history.  
Learn about a non-European society that provides contrasts with British 
history – Mayan civilization circa. AD 900; 

Spring 
Step Back in 
Time: Romans 
 

(History Focus - the Roman Empire and 
its impact on Britain) 
What were people’s lives like during the 
Roman Times? 

The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain – lives of men, women, 
children. Beliefs. ‘Romanisation’ of Britain. Roman Army: Life and 
tactics. Hadrian’s Wall visit. 
The legacy of Roman culture on later periods in British history, including 
the present day. 

Summer 
Me, my world 
and beyond! 
 

(Science Focus) 
My place in this world 
 
 

 

Year B 
(2023-
2024) 

Autumn 
All things Magic! 
 

(Science Focus) 
Pablo Fanque – The magic of the circus. 
Who was Pablo Fanque? What did he 
do? 

Influential people/ Pioneers – Pablo Fanque. Looking at when he lived, 
what he did throughout his life and what Britain was like while he was 
alive. 



Spring 
Ingenious 
Inventions 
 

(History Focus) 
Railways/ Mining (Local history) 
 

A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066. A significant turning point in 
British history, for example, the first railways. (Mining and Railways are 
both local history projects too - a study of an aspect of history or a site 
dating from a period beyond 1066 that is significant in the locality.) 
Railway Museum Visit. Beamish Mining Visit. 

Summer 
Olympics (& 
Ancient Greece) 
 

Historical events of the Olympic Venue 
(2024 – link to MFL. Paris City Study, 
e.g. Eiffel Tower.) 
Ancient Greece – What was life like in 
Ancient Greece? 

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their 
influence on the western world. Lives of rich and poor, men, women 
and children. The legacy of Greek culture (art and literature) on later 
periods in British history, including the present day. The History of the 
Olympics. 

Year C 
(2020-
2021) 

Autumn 
Journeys (& 
Ancient Egypt) 
 

 

Using the book ‘Journey – by Aaron Becker 
as inspiration we look at the very different 
personal journeys of several influential 
people across different times and 
continents. 
What was happening elsewhere in the world 
during the times of these important 
pioneers?  
 
How is Egypt similar/different to UK? 

Influential people/ Pioneers studied: Montgolfier brothers, Neil 
Armstrong, Rosa Parkes, Ibn Battuta, Charles Darwin, Amelia Earhart. 
 
 
 
 
 
The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where 
and when the first civilizations appeared and an in depth study of 
Ancient Egypt; Lives of men, women and children. How and why were 
the pyramids built? Ancient Egyptian Farming.  Importance of the Nile. 

Spring 
Step Back in 
Time: Anglo 
Saxons and 
Vikings 

(History Focus) 
Why did the Saxons/Vikings come to 
GB? What was it like to be an Anglo 
Saxon/ Viking?   
 

Spring 1: Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots. Crime and 
Punishment. Spring 2: The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor. Invasions of 
the monasteries – Lindisfarne. The year of 3 Kings.  

Summer 
The Outdoor 
Classroom 
 

(Science/ Art Focus) 
 

 



Year D 
(2021-
2022) 
 

Autumn 
Wonderful 
Woodland 
 

History Focus – Prince Bishops. Why is 
Bishop Auckland called Bishop 
Auckland? 
Changes in Britain from the Stone Age 
to the Iron Age  
Local History – farming  
How has farming changed in Britain? 

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
a study over time tracing how several aspects of national history are 
reflected in the locality (this can go beyond 1066) – History of Farming 
Look at the changes in farming across the ages and how important it is 
to our local area. Look at influential UK farmers (e.g. Jethro Tull, Wilfred 
Emmanuel-Jones MBE, Jimmy Doherty, Amanda Owen) NFU visit. What 
farming might be like in the future? 

Spring 
People and 
Places 

(2022) Russia-   

Summer 
All at Sea! 
 

Rivers – journey to the sea. 
How has transport across seas changed 
throughout history? 

Learn about great artists, architects and designers in history.  
A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
 

KS2 Y5/6 Topic Key Vocabulary Key Knowledge/Skills 

Year A 
(2022-
2023) 

Autumn 
Picture This! 
 

(Art History Focus) 
What was going on in Britain during the 
Mayan Civilisation in Mexico?  Did they 
have any lasting influences on Britain or 
the world?    

Learn about great artists, architects and designers in history.  
Learn about a non-European society that provides contrasts with British 
history – Mayan civilization circa. AD 900. 

Spring 
Step Back in 
Time: Romans 
 

(History Focus) 
If you were Julius Caesar, would you 
have invaded Britain in 55BC? Why did 
the Romans invade/settle in GB? Any 
lasting changes? 

The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain – lives of men, women, 
children. Beliefs. ‘Romanisation’ of Britain. Roman Army: Life and 
tactics/ Resistance. Hadrian’s Wall visit. 
The legacy of Roman culture on later periods in British history, including 
the present day. 

Summer 
Me, my world 
and beyond! 

(Science Focus) 
 

 

Year B 
(2023-
2024) 

Autumn 
All things Magic! 
 

(Science Focus) 
Pablo Fanque – The Magic of the circus. 

Influential people/ Pioneers – Pablo Fanque. Looking at when he lived, 
what he did throughout his life, what Britain was like while he was alive, 
how he influenced and changed life. 



How did Pablo Fanque influence 
changes in Britain? 

Spring 
Ingenious 
Inventions 
 

(History Focus) 
Railways/Mining – Local History. 
How inventions in these industries 
impact our local area/ the rest of the UK/ 
the world? 
 

A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066 e.g. a significant turning point in 
British history, for example, the first railways. (Mining and Railways are 
both local history projects too- a study of an aspect of history or a site 
dating from a period beyond 1066 that is significant in the locality) 
Railway museum visit.  Mining at Beamish Museum. 

Summer 
Olympics (& 
Ancient Greece) 
 

French historical Influences. 
The link between France (Pierre de 
Coubertin- Modern Day Olympics) and 
Ancient Greek Olympics. 
Study of Ancient Greece.  How have the 
Ancient Greeks influenced the world 
today? 

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their 
influence on the western world. Lives of rich and poor, men, women 
and children. Housing and Farming. Towns and Countryside – 
comparisons. 
The legacy of Greek culture (art and literature) on later periods in 
British history, including the present day. The History of the Modern 
Olympics in French. 

Year C 
(2020-
2021) 

Autumn 
Journeys (& 
Ancient Egypt) 
 

Using the book ‘Journey – by Aaron Becker 
as inspiration we look at the very different 
personal journeys of several influential 
people across different times and 
continents. 
What was happening elsewhere in the world 
during the times of these important 
pioneers? How did these pioneers influence 
the rest of the world? 
How was Ancient Egypt similar/different to 
Modern day Egypt and UK? 

Influential people/ Pioneers studied: Montgolfier brothers, Neil 
Armstrong, Rosa Parkes, Ibn Battuta, Charles Darwin, Amelia Earhart. 
 
 
 
The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where 
and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of Ancient 
Egypt; Lives of men, women and children. Building of the pyramids. 
Influence of Egyptian society on periods after them.  Art and culture.  
Farming history link. Flooding of the Nile.  Comparison of farming 
seasons in UK and Egypt. 

Spring 
Step Back in 
Time: Anglo 
Saxons and 
Vikings 
 

How did the Saxons and Vikings 
influence Britain, then and now?  

Spring 1: Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots. Changes in an 
aspect of social history, crime and punishment from the Anglo-Saxons 
to the present. Spring 2: The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor – the struggle 
for power, kingdoms and crowns. Life in monasteries and villages. 
Viking trade and exploration. 



Summer 
The Outdoor 
Classroom 

(Science/ Art Focus) 
 

 

Year D 
(2021-
2022) 
 

Autumn 
Wonderful 
Woodland 
 

Who were the Prince Bishops and how 
did they effect the area I live in?  
 
Changes in Britain from the Stone Age 
to the Iron Age  
Local History – farming. What influence 
has farming had on my locality and in 
Great Britain throughout history?  

Local History – The Prince Bishops. (link to Saxon and Viking work from 
last year) 
Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age. 
A study over time tracing how several aspects of national history are 
reflected in the locality (this can go beyond 1066) – History of Farming 
Look at the changes in farming across the ages and how important it is 
to our local area. Look at influential UK farmers (e.g. Jethro Tull, Wilfred 
Emmanuel-Jones MBE, Jimmy Doherty, Amanda Owen) NFU visit. 
Beamish Farming Trip. What farming might be like in the future.  

Spring 
People and 
Places 
 

(2022) Russia Aspects of Russian History. Compare and contrast. 

Summer 
All at Sea! 
 

Rivers – journey to the sea. 
How has changes in travel across 
oceans and seas impacted on British 
History and trade? 

Learn about great artists, architects and designers in history.  
A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

 

As our 4 year rolling programme means that pupils do not study periods in chronological order, we start each period studied looking at where that era fits in 

with British and World History. This is to ensure pupils continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and 

world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. 


