
Year 1 and 2 Science Vocabulary list 

Working Scientifically 
question answer observe 

observing equipment 
identify classify sort group 

record - diagram, chart, map 
data compare, contrast 

describe biology chemistry 
physics 

Plants 
Plant, bean, grow, germinate, 

pollinate, conditions, seeds, stem, root, 
leaves, flower, function, part, petal, bud, 
seedling, observe, grow, height, water, 

light, temperature  
branch, blossom,  seed, seedling, bulb, observe, 

grow, measure, evergreen, deciduous,   

 
 
 

Animals Including 
Humans 

 Senses, body parts, sight, see, 
look, eyes, smell, nose, touch, 
skin, sound, listen, hear, taste, 
tongue, bones, skull, ribs  
 Offspring, babies, toddlers, 
child, teenager, change, adult, 
elderly, parent, chronological, 
develop. 
Healthy, 
unhealthy, balance muscles, diet, 
nutrition, exercise, protein, 
carbohydrates, fats, dairy, 
vitamins, skeleton, heart rate, 
pulse, observe, grouping, 
classifying, food, water, 
survive Animal names and baby 
names, classification, fish, 
reptile, mammal, amphibian, 
bird, features, purposes, 
differences, body parts, 
carnivores, omnivores, 
herbivores, minibeast, tally, tally 
chart, Vertebrate Invertebrate  

 

Everyday Materials 
Material, natural, man-
made, magnetic, non-
magnetic, object, property, 
hard, smooth, shiny, soft, 
waterproof, transparent, 
opaque, fair test Venn 
diagram, sort  
Grouping, classifying, 
comparison, properties, 
transparent, flexible, rigid, 
strong, absorbent, 
suitability  

 

Seasonal Change 
Seasons, Autumn, Spring, Summer, Winter, 

weather, changes, observe, diary, 
similarities, differences, seasonal change, 

record, gather  
hedgehog, hibernates, hibernation, weather, 

diary, report, temperature, thermometer, 
symbol, clothes, seasons, weather, winter, 

leaves, change, migrate, migration,  

Living Things and Their 
Habitats 

Habitat, suited, compare, 
explore, living, dead, micro-

habitats, food chains, sources of 
food, producer, predator, 

research, grouping, classifying  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Year 3/4 Science Vocabulary List 

Working Scientifically 
Animals Including Humans 

research - relevant questions 
scientific enquiry comparative and 

fair test systematic, careful 

Plants 
Common, wild plants, garden 
plants, deciduous, evergreen 

(covered in Y1 but need to come 
back to) Trunk, branches, leaf, root 

Animals Including Humans 
Digestion, parts of system – mouth, 

saliva, oesophagus, stomach, 
enzymes, small intestine, large 
intestine, colon Teeth – incisor, 



observation accurate 
measurements equipment - 

thermometer, data logger data - 
gather, record, classify, present KS1 

record - drawings, labelled 
diagrams, keys, bar charts, tables 

oral and written explanations 
conclusion predictions differences, 

similarities, changes evidence 
improve secondary sources guides, 

keys construct interpret 

Leaf, root, leaves, bud, flowers, 
blossom, petals, root, stem (covered 

in Y2 but need to come back to) 
Fruit, vegetables, bulb, seed 

Pollination, seed formation, seed 
dispersal, germination, transport 
Conclusion, evidence, prediction  

canine, molars, floss, brush Food 
chain – producers, prey, predators, 

carnivore, herbivore, omnivore 
Nutrition, vitamin, mineral, fat, 

protein, carbohydrate, fibre, water 
skeleton – support and protection, 

movement, skull, ribs, joints, 
muscles – movement, pull, contract, 
relax, diet, vertebrate, invertebrate 

Record, table, accurate  

Rocks 
Appearance, physical, properties, 

hard/ soft, shiny/dull, 
rough/smooth, absorbent/not 

absorbent, 
porous, fossils, sedimentary, 

igneous  

Light 
Dark (knowing that dark is the 

absence of light, not a colour in 
itself), reflect, surface, natural, 
shadow, translucent, opaque, 
transparent, blocked, artificial, 

Research, enquiry, fair test.  

 
Sound 

Vibrate/tion/ting, medium, volume, 
pitch, faint, string, percussion, 

woodwind, brass, insulate  

Forces and Magnets 
Force, push, full, open, surface, 

magnet, magnetic, attract, repel, 
magnetic poles, North, South, 

compare Labelled diagram, observe  

Living Things in their 
Habitats 

Environment, flowering, non-
flowering, fish, amphibian, reptile, 

bird, mammal, insect, classify, 
classification key, local, human 

impact Record, accurate  

States of Matter 
Solid, solidify, melt, freeze, 

evaporate, condense, liquid, gas, 
container, changing state, states of 
matter, heating, cooling, degrees 

Celsius, thermometer, water cycle, 
melting, temperature, water vapour 

Record, table, accurate  

Electricity 
Appliance, electricity, electrical 
circuit, cell, wire, bulb, buzzer, 
insulator, conductor, switch  
  

 

 

 

Year 5/6 Science Vocabulary List 

 

Working Scientifically 
plan variables measurements 

accuracy precision repeat readings 
report data - scientific diagrams, 
labels, classification keys, tables, 
scatter graphs, bar graph and line 

graphs predictions further 
comparative and fair test report and 

present - conclusions, causal 
relationship, explanations, degree 

of trust, oral and written display and 
presentation. evidence - support, 

refute ideas or arguments identify, 
classify and describe patterns 

systematic quantitative 
measurements 

LivingThings and Their 
Habitats 

Mammal, amphibian, insect, 
reproduction, asexual, sexual, 
micro-organisms, classifying, 
characteristics, foetus, adolescence, 
fertilisation, gestation, embryo.  
  
  
Groups, sort, classify. Plants, 
animals, micro-organisms, 
similarities and differences, life 
cycles, adult, off spring, young, 
mature, life span,  

 

Animals, Including Humans 
Organs, heart, lungs, liver, kidney, 
brain, skeletal, skeleton, muscular, 
digestion, circulatory system, blood 

vessel, nutrients, veins, artery, 
chamber, ventricles  

Properties and Changes of 
Materials 

Earth and Space 
 

Forces 



Solubility, transparency, thermal, 
conductor, conductivity, 

dissolve/ing, solution, separate, 
evaporate/ion, reversible, 

irreversible, filtering, sieving, 
rusting, magnetism, chemists, 

insulation, chemical.  

Solar system, rotate, orbit, axis, 
spherical, heliocentric, geocentric, 

tilt, hemisphere.  

Gravity, air resistance, water 
resistance, friction, effect, 

accelerate, decelerate, break, 
mechanism, pulley, gear, spring.  

Evolution and Inheritance 
Adaptation, evolution, 

inherited/ance, adaptive traits, 
natural selection, DNA, genes, 
variation, offspring, habitat, 

fossilisation, mutations  

Light 
Reflect, Reflection, Source, 

periscope, filters 

Electricity 
Voltage, switches, series circuit, 

circuit diagram Revisit: Appliance, 
electricity, electrical circuit, cell, 

wire, bulb, buzzer, insulator, 
conductor, switch Variables, Repeat 

reading, precision, fair test  

 


